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Now Moses was on Mount Sinai for a very long tinMoses was on Mount Sinai for so very
long that the people of Israel had almost giveugxpecting that Moses would ever come
back down that mountain. But, just when they weegaly to let go of Moses and make it on
their own, Moses did, in fact, come down the moumt&nd, as he came, they saw that a veil
hid his face. Moses, you see, had been with Gddlzatause he had been in God’s presence,
Moses’ face was shining in reflection of God’s glaso a veil covered that glory. Yet, beneath
the veil, there still was the glow of God’s majesty

As Moses came down the mountain, he discoveredtibgieople of Israel were encamped at the
foot of that mountain: waiting and wondering whegat things he was bringing to them. And
so, when Moses arrived at the foot of the mountdimses looked at the great expanse of the
people of Israel, and Moses said to thdrhave good news and bad newsVhat's the good
news? The good news is | got Him down to teWhat'’s the bad newsPhe bad news is

adultery is still in!

Well, brothers and sisters, we have a problem thithcommandments! Now one of you told me
this story last week and | laughed as do most flalugh when they hear that story. But, you
know, beneath the laughter there is a soberingyeand the reality is lust; that is, the realisy
the appetites of our desires. No matter how muelfiegd our desires, our craving remains
insatiable.

Yes, adultery is still in. We, as humans, lustgmasure. We are obsessed, in fact, with
satisfying all of our physical pleasures. But, ¥mow, that obsession is also the craving we
sometimes hide behind so we don’t have to facermre insidious desires.

Coveting and stealing—they’re still in...and thatllsadbout our lust for possessions. Our
craving for possessions is a dominant force irctireemporary scene where we live, the scene
where economic politics depends on the super-cdarggine of retail marketing. Yes, coveting
and stealing are still in.

Oh, by the way, bearing false witness and murdeeyAh still in, too! And those
commandments are all about our lust for power bssayou know, we will say anything and we
will do anything to get ahead in this world anditstroy the competition. In our society that
screams pro-life, we also yearn for the death peaald concealed carry. Is anybody packing
heat this morning? How we doing with these? Hbedently are we keeping these
commandments?

Brothersand sisters, we have a problem with the commandments!

And these commandments: well, they’re just thefigs...they're just the second tablet that
Moses carried down the mountain. They're the dhasteach us how God expects us to live
with each other. But the first five are still lop! That first tablet still applies...you know, the
one that say¥ou shall have no other gods before mkn other words, don'’t ever look to
another source for the meaning of your liféou shall not make for yourselves idolg.hat
means don’t worship anything else but me. Anddheahard one to keep in a culture where



everything is an idol. That first tablet also s#yat we should not take the name of the Lord in
vain. How many times today will you hear someame-s Oh, God! — and have them not be
talking about anything holy? And then there’s thasiness of remembering the Sabbath day
and keeping it holy. It seems to me there’s kelitbom in this room for a few more people to
keep that commandment today. And then, finallyydroyour father and your mother...you

know, the ‘rents...those people who don’t understasychnd oppress us, and make us miserable.
The first five commandments are still in, too!

Brothersand sisters, we have a problem with the commandments!

There are just ten of them...just ten commandmentg.wbilcan’t even keep ten! So, instead,
what do we do with these commandments? Well, Somestwe treat them as suggestions; you
know, the tersuggestion®f God from Moses, and we only listen to them wivenfeel like it.

Or perhaps they are, these Ten Commandments, tawthpice. We'll pick the ones we want
and leave the others behind.

And, if wedo keep them, if welo strive to fulfill all ten, how often is it becauséfear that we

do it...because we believe that, if we don't...if wend@bey these Ten Commandments...we
will suffer the consequences; we will be punish&hd will get us; God will make us pay.
Commandments, you see, are kind of like Brussetsusp and prunes. We don't like them
much...we don’t want them...they don’t taste good...lmmsbody has told us that they're good
for us, so we’'d better eat them!

Brothersand sisters, we have a problem with the commandments!

But the real problem with the commandments is ot tve avoid them and squirm and wiggle
and try to get out of them. The real problem with commandments is that they are external to
us. They're foreign to our natures. They aredhithat we simply don’t want and we wish — oh,
we wish — they could just go away! Sometimes wsatlithem in stone and enshrine them on
the courthouse lawn, and | wonder if we do thatswotuch to lift them up as to excuse
ourselves from them, from having them written wdte on human hearts.

Brothersand sisters, we have a problem with the commandments!

Now you need to know that the commandments matterddsus. The rich young ruler came to
Jesus and said to HinGGood teacher, what must | do to inherit eternald? And Jesus’ answer
to this rich young ruler was, very simpliteep the second tabletThat's what Jesus saideep
the second tablet!Five commands.

Later on a Pharisee asked Jeslsacher, which commandment in the law is the gresi®e

And Jesus saidWell, there are twoJesus’ answer — two commandsove the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul and whitall your mind...and love your neighbor as
yourself.

But, then, as Jesus taught His disciples in Hiswatl moments, Jesus said to His disciples:
This is my commandment, that you love one anothsi dave loved you.

Brothersand sisters, we have a problem with the commandments!



Israel took those Ten Commandments and turned thinsix hundred and thirteen. Jesus took
those Ten Commandments and turned them into anthisl Jesus’ way of letting us off easy?
No! No, it's not. Instead, this is Jesus’ way of taking what igfgn and external...this is
Jesus’ way of taking what is filled with loopholsd exceptions...this is Jesus’ way of taking
all that stuff that seems to have nothing to déwiir desires and our needs and making it
natural for us and internal...a commandment thatas | that is void of possibilities for
compromise.

Love one another three words...a commandment of severe simplicitii wo limitations:
Love one anothér Notice that Jesus didn’t say:

not just white folks...not just Christian folks...noust Republican folks...not just
Democratic folks...not just straight folks...not justrfancially secure folks...not just
American folks...not just nice folks...and not just dexwing folks.

No, Jesus simply said-ove one another! Love one another!

In Jesus’ command there is no qualification ortation. We’'re the ones who do that. We're
the ones who make it complicated and difficult. ¥del qualifications to it. We add limitations
to it, and we do it to make it more acceptableso Dare | say it? We do it to enshrine the
prejudice of our own superiority. But Jesus, bldssheart, Jesus gave us no escape hatch.

Thisis my commandment, that you love one another, as | have loved you!

And there’s the challenge! In those qualifying d&rthe external does become internal...the
arbitrary becomes experientias | have loved you! Now you know what I'm talkirapout!

Love one another, as | have loved yoBy loving us, Jesus gets inside of us. By lovisgthe
threat of punishment becomes the transformationvastment. At the Areopagus, the apostle
Paul preached a sermon to the Greeks who had gdttiesre and said to them:

Athenians, | see how extremely religious you areewery way. For as | went through
the city and looked carefully at the objects of yomorship, | found among them an
altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’

You see, the religion of Greece was an externajiosl that had been designed to avoid the
wrath of the gods and to manipulate the gods fondrubenefit. And, in order to do that
effectively and thoroughly, the Greeks built a téenp an unknown God...just so they had all
their bases covered!

To these Greeks the apostle Paul says, that's deviuh system and it's extremely religious, but
it's not the faith of Jesus because, in Jesus,aeveél and move and have our beindn Him we
find our existence, and our vitality, and out puspo.and all three are love.

Love one another...as | have loved yolWhen we hear that, and believe that, and do that,
punishment becomes investment, and retributionesaedemption, and commandment
becomes compassion.



Love one another...as | have loved yoirhe cross tells us that it's so. The cross stigdells

us that it's so. It tells us that Jesus decidedi¢aather than to give up on us or to let us gbe
cross of Jesus is the choice of Jesus’ convictio® exactly that, not the coincidence of Jesus’
circumstance. It's the choice of His convictionst the coincidence of His circumstance. Or, in
Jesus’ words:

No one has greater love than this, to lay down anbfe for one’s friends. You are my
friends if you do what | command you. Love one dher, as | have loved you.

This Memorial Day weekend, as much as it symbolikeseginning of summer, is much more
about those who have died; those who have laid dbeinlives for their friends. This weekend
pays tribute to those whose choice of convictiothwhose commitment to this nation cost them
their lives. So this day and this weekend we dwondhem, and lift them up, and remember
them, and give them thank¥here is no one greater love than this, to lay doame’s life for
one’s friends.

Ever since | can remember, Abraham Lincoln was ergh | even wrote a poem about him in
third grade. Do you want to hear it?

Abraham Lincoln was brave and bold.

He freed the slaves, young and old.

They called him their savior, savior he was.

He brought them a nation, proud to behold.

They remolded their lives for what Abe had done.
Abe did something, something that had to be done.

Well, it was third grade!

Last Thursday evening, | stood on the steps oLiheoln Memorial in Washington D.C.
Abraham Lincoln: a president who laid down his fiér his friends and his enemies...a
president who laid down his life for the emancipatof all Americans. The spirit of his
commitment is expressed in the final words of kisonid inaugural address, delivered a month
before he died. Lincoln said:

With malice toward none; with charity for all; witHirmness in the right, as God gives
us to see the right, let us strive on to finish therk we are in; to bind up the nation's
wounds; to care for him who has borne the battledafor his widow, and his orphan--
to do all which may achieve and cherish a just aladting peace, among ourselves, and
with all nations.

On the landing of those steps, between the fitsiisé the second flights that lead to the statue of
Abraham Lincoln, there is engraved in the marblénaaription that memorializes the spot

where Matrtin Luther King, Jr. delivered his moshfaus speech, on August 28th, 1963. He was
a preacher, you know: a preacher who laid dowtifiei$or his friends and his enemies...a
preacher who laid down his life for the equalityaiifAmericans. At the end of that speech,
Martin Luther King said:



And when this happens, when we allow freedom tagrimvhen we let it ring from every
village and every hamlet, from every state and gvaty, we will be able to speed up
that day when all of God's children, black men amchite men, Jews and Gentiles,
Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join ldsiand sing in the words of the old
Negro spiritual, “Free at last! free at last! thankod Almighty, we are free at last!”

Brothersand sisters, let us have no mor e problemswith the commandments!

Because you see, our Lord’s command is not a oubetkept. It is a love to be lived. Our
Lord’s command is not something foreign, or exteraaburdensome to us. Nimr in Him we
live and move and have our being!

This is my commandmensays Jesushat you love one another as | have loved you!

So let us do what Jesus commands. Let us lay dowlives forour friends as we live for a
world where, in the definition of friend, thererie qualification or limitation. There is no
greater love! Amen.
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