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So, you know, the story is that the sermon realffpr the seven of you Confirmands today. The
others in the room can listen if they want to, ibatfor you.

You may have heard in the announcements just atenago that we had a rummage sale here
yesterday. Everybody in this neighborhood had ragersales. It was like the Mall of America
of Rummage Sales in Astor Park yesterday, and wWeha here, and over seven hundred dollars
has come from our rummage sale. But do you remewmbat the money will be used for? Does
anybody remember what we said the money will b@ favho remembers? Alexis. Exactly!

St. John’s Homeless Shelter just north of our dmuacshelter for people who are homeless.
Have any of you ever been that way? Have any ofey@r not had a home? Well, the folks at
St. John’s...the people who come to St. John’s anplpevho don’t have a home...a house...a
place to go...a place to belong.

And, you know, for me and maybe for you, too —Imglonging is one of the things that I'm most
afraid of. I'm afraid of not having a place to bef.not having a house where | can go to...or of
not having a family around me...or of not havingrids. | can’t imagine living life without
friends. But, you know, sometimes people get &hirig very alone, and maybe you've seen
some folks at school or some people you know whbtfeat way because other people bully
them or make fun of them. When that happens...whefeel like we don’'t have any friends
and nobody likes us...we can feel really lonely. Aondbecause we don’t want to feel that
way...because we want to belong...we have to pay aitetd what kind of clothes we wear
because | know if you wear the wrong clothes, ymt glon’t fit in. Isn’t that right? And you've
got to watch what you say because if you say tlegithing as well, then maybe you don't fit
in. And you’ve got to be careful about what youlswause if you do the wrong things, then you
don't fitin. It's really scary to think about nbelonging...that nobody likes us...that there’s no
place for us to be where we're at home, where weékome.

This morning, the story that Mrs. Shier just reamhf the gospel of John is a story of Jesus
teaching His disciples, and Jesus has just toldlid@ples something that made them very
afraid. He told them that He was going to die. téld them that He was going to go away, and
they were, | think, feeling like they weren’t goit@ghave any place to be anymore...that they
didn’t belong. So, Jesus said to theBon't be so upset! Trust God...and trust me, to&ind
then Jesus said:

In my Father’s house there are many dwelling placdsit were not so, would | have
told you that | go to prepare a place for you? Aifd go and prepare a place for you, |
will come again and take you to myself, so that whéam, there you may be also.

Now those words that Jesus said and that John woote in his 14th chapter...those words are
words that we most often read in the church whenebmdy dies because those words are a
wonderful promise about the people we love who Ithed...that there’s a place for them in
God’s house...there’s a place in heaven for themd that promise says that, in that place in
God'’s house, each one of us is going to have aniegyroom.



But | think this story means something else, tbthink what Jesus is saying to His disciples —
and that means to you seven and to all of ushaisthe place we have with God isn't really in a
building or a house that we’re going to find somgdaut it's a place in God’s household or in
God's family. We've got a place in God’s familyycathat place is right there for us today. We
have a place in God’s family. That means thatlyave a place in God’s family — Avia, and
Lina, and Alexis and Sam, and Anna, and JacobMamitie — you all have a place in God’s
family. And what you’re doing here today is sayjast that...that you’'ve got a place in God’s
family and that you want to have a place in thatifg not only today, but every day. You're
always welcome, Jesus tells us, in God’s family.

But, that means that, if you've got a place andrgwelcome there, then you have to contribute
to the family. This may be the bad news part &f sihory, because this place that God has made
for you in God’s family is not like a hotel withagf. You have to do your part. Now | suspect
that you all have parts to do at home where yaaihiow, don’t you? Do you have things to do
that you have to do? Do you have chores? Andufdon’t do your chores, it's not pretty, is it?

What would your parents say if you watched TV, laypd video games, or spent all your time
on the computer every day? What would they s&g? up! All right! And what would your
parents say if you only went home four or five tinaeyear? What would they saZbme more
often! I've missed you! Where have you beerd®2sus’ promise is that you have a place in
God's family today. Your promise today is that yewgoing to be an active part of that family.

So,Maddie, you have a place in God’s family. You are a oesble, thoughtful person who is
concerned about others. Maddie, you're a leadet | &now that others depend on you. But |
also hope that you will let the serendipity of Go&pirit fill your heart so that there’s a good
deal of fun in the midst of all that responsibiléty you trust God every day!

Samuel you have a place in God’s family. Sam, you haken this faith journey very

seriously. You're not one to just take thingsightly. You like to ponder them, and think them
over, and ask questions about them. You've lo@ldtle aspects of what it's going to mean to
be a part of this faith community. You've thouglout it, you’ve wondered about it, and your
gift to this whole congregation is just that. Wheu're here among us, you remind us that we
are to think about what we’re doing here, whatjourney means to us, and how we can use it to
further God’s Word in the world.

Jacoh you have a place in God’s family. You are jusdkof a gentle, easygoing guy who
doesn't let a lot of things bother you...and yourlsrobmes quickly, but the frown not so much.
You know how to keep things in perspective, Jacb, | hope that your gift to this
congregation and to God’s world will be to sharedlGdove and to let it show in everything that
you say and that you do.

Alexis, you have a place in God’s family. You know, Akxou’re the person who, when you
walk into the room, all we hear are squeaidexis is here! Alexis is herelYou are a quiet
leader in spite of all the noise around you andeéhgreetings. You work hard. It's important to
you to do things fully and to, in some ways, dogfsi perfectly. You work hard. You strive
hard. You're studious and, when it comes to yaithf you also question. It's not so easy for
you to just say:l can believe in that You also ask questions and hard questions,batt tyour
gift to us. Your presence among us is to remintbwsk the hard questions, to be open to



doubting, to also though, be that presence thaivalbthers to sayMe're so glad you're here,
and we're so glad we’re here because you bringrg special light when you come into a room

Avia, you have a place in God’s family. Now, Avia,ndw, and we all know, that you
absolutely love your friends, and that you realtjog life. I’'m not sure | know many people
who enjoy life more than you do. And | also kndwija, that, for you, life’'s a drama and it's a
constant conversation. That spirit that you offéhat spirit of adventure...of being
spontaneous...of enjoying each moment — is an ingleedift for us. And I hope that, for you in
this adventure of life, you’ll remember along thawto think, and to pray, and to listen to God
and to others.

Carolina, you have a place in God’s family. Lina, you ate enthusiastic one. You're quick
with that big welcoming smile. You're the one wisawilling to raise your hand and take a risk
with an answer. You're willing to put yourself feard. You're the one who is open, and

inviting, and hospitable to everyone else in tlesstoom...or whoever happens to wander in and
out. It really doesn’t matter. You bring a lifecavitality, and so that is your gift to this
congregation. You remind us that it is importantds to open our arms wide to welcome, to be
vital, to be hospitable, to celebrate God’s Wordum midst, to be filled with joy, and that is

your gift to us.

Anna, you have a place in God’s family. You have ohthose personalities that is inviting and
engaging. You draw other people in. You make par&of your world. You have also, besides
that kind of charismatic appeal, a great abilitytalerstand things and then to talk about
them...to be both thoughtful and enthusiastic. Arat’s really a great description of the way to
live a Christian life: to be thoughtful and entlassic...to always know that there’s something
wonderful happening around us, no matter what nsgktn tough. So, Anna, my hope for you
is, as you offer the gift of yourself to this coagation and to God’s world, that you will follow
wherever God leads you and that your life will makeig difference in this world.

Each one of you has very special gifts to offenuMare indeed unique individuals; we have
discovered that in our last years and months tegetifou have much to offer. And so |
encourage you, as you stand here today to takewws before this congregation, to become
members of this congregation...to remember thoss.gilb remember that you — each one of
you — is extremely important to the life of thisucth...that it makes a difference if you're not
here...that it diminishes us if we don’t see youefaad feel your presence.

So, we invite you to participate...to get involved..bactive...to join in Senior High Table
Talk...to be a part of YCA...to come to church regulacko offer all of those things that you
have to offer because not only are the folks hezegnt to teach you, but you very much indeed
are present to remind and teach each one of ti#erd.so this day, we do welcome you into our
midst. This day we truly celebrate that you apad of God’s household, and that you will
dwell with us forever. Amen.
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